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I have carefully serused the Malayalam Drama
entitled Subhadrirrunemand Iam glad to say that it is
an interesting and dignified composition., [t undoubtedly
depicts the dramatic talent of itsvathoress.  The style
is easy; dlliterations are very many and the plot is clear.
I hope and I wish that it will be as widely popular as
any good Malayalam work in the language.

Trichur, | KARELA VURMAH,
June 22, 18gz2. § FirswPrince of Cochin,

We have much pleasure in introducing to the notice
of the reading public an interesting little drama in Ma-
Viyalam, com:posed recently by an educated Nair lady.,

“The authoress, we understand, is a voung lady who has
already earned a name among the living pocts of Mala-
bar, and the work before us is an eloquent testimony to
the capacity of a femaie mind. The historical land of
Kerala, has, from time immemoeorial, been famous for its
hiterary wealth, and it is undeniable that the richness
of intellect and fertility of imagination which have, for
centuries, characterized the literary elite of its people
are, 1n no small degree, due to the congenial character
of its social and domestic institutions. At the present
day, when the march of material civilization charac-
teristic of the nineteenth centurv, and the rage for
“ geientific reforms ™ which it has ercated have power-
fully triminphed over imaginative faculty and poctic



sentiment, it is truly gratifying to welcome such a
literary production as the one before us. It is a matter
for profound delight that, in the present case, it is
a female intellect that puts us in mind of the glory «
our literary ancestry.

The poem before us is worthy of every praise
coming as it does from the pen of a member of the sof)
sex. The subject vx it is the well-known story ¢
Arjund’s marriage with Subhadra—a story that has bee
handled in various forms by many a Sanskrit and Mala.
yalam poet. THough there is nothing in the subject
with which an ordinary scholar is not already familiar,
still the skilful wy in which the story is developed in
its dramatic garo is certainly creditable.

The chief merit of this poem lies in its extreme
purity of thought and elegance of diction. The styleis
graceful, and the language employed is, generally
speaking, idiomatic. The deliniation of character and
incident is true to nature, and the pourtrayal of human
sentiments in its varying phases betokens a poetic capa-
city of no mean order. Judged by the severe canons of
dramatic art, this little work is perhaps not free from
blemishes, but against this must be set off the lyrical
and metrical beauty of the poem which is certainly
great. It is to be hoped that this gifted authoress will
long continue to embellish the literature of Malabar, by
the productions of her fertile pen, so as to render the
literary reputation of Kerala, a subject of pride to its
well-wishers.

THE HINDI.
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